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LYRIC'S MEMORY ILLUMINATES ROOM IN SECOND EVENT

CHELSEA SAYSIT ALL

Chelsea Lagos took a weekend from a
busy schedule and flew from New York
City io he a pari of the 2005 L OL Benefit
on April 23xd. It turned out to he a major
part as her few minutes of talldng to those
in attendance was powerful. She was, after
all, Lyric's best friend in NY C.

It was Chelsea’s second visit to the
special LOL mnight as she also flew in for
last vear's initial event to homor Lyric
Marie Henson and organ donation. This
time, however, she took the microphone
midway through the program and
capitrated the listeners. With heartfeli
emotion, she spoke of how she met Lyric
and how they clicked from the heginning.
As part of the entertainmeni indusiry, they
were out to conguer Y C and heyond.

Az Chelsea exphiined it, that may have
happened for Lyric through stage or

screen. Bui now, in the wake of the iragedy,

Lyric shines in a different way for all to I A RADIANT LYRIC IN NYC I
hehold. Gwring of herself in a way nobody
anticipated, Lyric has brought miraculus happiness to families of fve individuals whe

received her gifis of life. Chelsea, who has also spoken on hehalf of the New York Organ

THEATER SCHOLARSHIPS

Just as Lyric Marie Benson gave
from the heart to her stage and
video work, so shall her articulate

erformances be remembered.
rom her dancing and singing at
Yale in the popular "A Chorus Line"
to the raw emotion and energy
displayed in her one-person senior
college roject of “"Margarita's
Wavy, Lyric exhibited the talent to
Hrupel er far into the future.
ow through Lyric of Life theater
scholarships ¥::.| high school
seniors, that hopefuless continues
for uthers.

Three 5500 LOL scholarships
have now been granted. These are
designed to he I%. give hlg{u school
students with theater backgrounds
a Financial boost to the start of
their college careers. Students do
not have to be majoring in theater
but at least have plans to continue
their craft during their college
experience or as a community
endeavor. Criteria for the
scholarship include strengths in
academics, leadership, character,
community service, and theater.

Doner Metwork, summed up her thoughis by saying, "I thank God that I knew her for the |
short time that I did, and I believe that the message she now carries through organj

donation is as hig of an impact as a person could make on this earth. And ii's our duty, to

Lyric and her friends and loved ones, to help all the dreams of those people in need of

these gifis of life 1o come frue. Lyrk would want that Lyric would love that™

Currently, Chelsea is guite husy working on projects from coast to coast From her |

current home in NYC, she is also testing the waters of L.A. as she continues with her
singing and siage opporiunities.
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it goes without saying that the ‘nternet has
cregted & burgeoning of hew commuhication and
aavertising potehtial. LOL (s gpproaching the first
Yaar {h taking (ts place amohg the multitude of
Wah sites

What remains wital iz that & Weh site (s
important enouwgh for people o wisit and then to
tell others about If you have hot besh fo Lyric's
Web site recent!y, there have heah some changes
made. The first newslefter remains among the
tinks, but recently added is a8 Lyric picture page
ahd a sales page for T-shirls (representing tiro
stles). A 30-second PSA for organ donation, which
features Lyric and Chelsea, will he g Web site link
5008,

Take a fook. Then tell & couple of friends
gspecially those who may not be aware of Liric's
Chelsea Lagos stary, i couwld make a difference.

Katie Berry and Ty Collins

Katie Berry, from Turner Hi
School in Kansas City, K5 was the
first recipient last year and wlll
return as a sophomore this ;.rear to
Stephens College in Columbia
Ty Collins, also from Turner hlgh,
recently received a 2005 LOL
scholarship. He will enroll at the
University of Kansas in the Ffall.
|I‘Dnl[tﬂ|.l‘_'||’, Tf)' and Katie were
datin the night of the
benefit. The:.r attended together.
Victoria Santiago's 200 LOL
Scholarship was earned at Sumner
Academ% of Arts and 5Science in
Kansas City Victoria will be
attending lfathuht: University in
Washington, D.C.



Captured Memories of LOL Benefit 2005
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LOL Billboards Span Kansas City

A NI DL T i % Lyric's heantiful and smiling face graced four

3 LYHIC OF L]FE billboards in metro Kansas City for about a

i ' . month prior to the 2005 benefit. Not only were

S onlookers reminded of the need for organ

B A beautiful person... donation, bhut the LOL henefit night was
A Yale graduate., di lﬂyed asweu.ﬂf‘h’ = o

. e company iacom Outdoor was able to

An organ donor... place four large non-highway hillhoards for city

BN By o i s P . T T traffic wview. Locations included 12th and

Ny | T Central in Kansas City, KS, as well as Missouri

S 1) | P sl _l, Lt Rl Y. || sites at 84th and Wornall and two near 39th and

Broadway, a few blocks south of the Uptown

4 | - #l Theater. Plans for future hbillboards will he

forthcoming.
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8 Lyric Marie Benson

A MY T

Lip-syhc 2006
Can’t Sing? No Problem

it hecame part of what Lyric did each year...help entertain in a family-style lipsync
deck party. And she set the standard.

It was just a theme for an annual par?rll, but for Lyric it was a chance to have a great

time and to entertain the party-goers. There were al s others who would alkko get
“on stage” to deliver their misic/theater renditions, hut Lyric would be the one you
looked forward to most. Everyone was encouraged to perform. Most people just
Enj_ur;-r'led watching. The idea was simpp,f to have fun. .

e parties at the Hadley Street location in Overland Park started in 1987 and
lasted through 2001. Lyric ﬁerﬁ"mEd from age 6 through 19 and wowed the
onlookers each time. Songs she luded Hukumu?ﬂeach Boys), More and

Eurtra%ed inc I}Irs
Crﬁ Eah% (Madonna), Lové Shack (B - 32s), Supermodel {(Rue Paul), All | Wanna Do
Sheryl Crow), and Look at Me, I'm Sandra Dee {Stockard Channing). Lyric also

Elerfurml_ad as a background performer for many other acts.

The lipsync_parties have dis continued for the past several years. However, at the
last LOL benefit, it was suggested by Amanda Davis and Al Boan that we try it
again...for Lyric. Amanda is Lyric's aunt and Al never missed a deck party. That's a Do vou lowow others who
pers uasive comhination. wo bhenefit from knowing

With that endors ement, the 2006 LOL bhenefit {April 29) will ring of Milli Vanilli and aboui Lyric’s story and organ
other infamous lipsyncers. To be part of the show, go to Lyric's wehbsite donation? Flease sharve her
VAW, rlt:uﬂlfe.urg? and click on the "Contact Us" link or call Terry Benson at {(913) causes with others. They may

42 - 29534. need or give the gifi of life.

Event has MOTION...Musically Speaking

To me, this story has the charm and gi\rinF that
narallels_what the LOL event is all about. It started
n late Fehruary 2003, Only a few times have |
visited the historic ElIm's Hotel in Excelsmr_Sprlnhgs

. It's about an hour outside Kansas City. That
weekend, | was there with friends celebrating a
cmwle of hirthdays.

e tlecided to leave the hotel and check out the
unI)Ir( dance spot in town, The Goldust (now called
Lucky Shots). It was a small_and quaint hangout |f
frequented mustlﬁ by locals. The four guys we saw
pla mfg music when we entered were rniot of the
youthful rock star variety. They were a hit rounded
and ripe, but they could play.

After a while of listening and watching, | recognized the Keyboard player, Tony Rustici, from a
hand about 15 years ago in Kansas City. We talked with the band between séts and were provided
a business card in case we could help them find a private party to play or possibly an area
hightspot. The band's name was Motion. : ;

his occurred about two months hefore Lyric's tragic death. In September of the same year
soon after the inception of LOL, | called Tony. It wasn™ easy tallﬂnF about why | wanted his band
to play at our function. | knew hy the time April rolled around, we all needed to be in better spirits
about helping others thrquFIJ Lyric. T_unE, a father himself, absolutely agreed. o

Motion has volunteered its time in hoth LOL events and has heen the pulse of the parties in
terms uflgeeplnﬁthlngs musically upheat. The sounds of Motion go from easy listening to rock and
roll favorites. e dance flpor was almost always filled, A hig thanks goes out to Tony and the
other band members for believing in this cause and making the celebrations fun. Those members
inclugde drummer Rick Dennison, guitar player Steve Gronemevet, and bass players Steve Hicks
and Dave Nauman {playedin '04 event).

Steve G., Rick, Tony, Steve H.




