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WHO IS LYRIC MARIE BENSON? ‘l WHAT IS LOL?
LOL kaos :igve;:;gfd info a very

she i= the most wonderful experience in
my life. That's how I michi sum up my
heautiful daughier and how she continues io
mmpact my life.

Deborah and I enjoyved the heauti
happening s]mn‘éjtfl ai‘ter midnight on
aepterher 20, 1980, at Suburban Hospital,
Overdand Park, K5. Asreluctant as 1 might
have been to have a child of my own, nothmg
coull have erased that fear more gquickly
than being there to see Lyric come mto the
world. From the beginning, she was a
Lyrical Mirvack. Itwasa huge change in my

ife and I wasvery ﬂi:-lnl':ful%r that.

Dehorah's son, Ethan, was nine when
Lyric washom. From a previous marriage,
Ethan doted on Lyric evervone elke.
They were very much the bving hrother and
sister. The only one who didn't feel that the
new situation was joyous was the cat. There
was too much jealousy and therefore, catly " i :
behavior. A hetter situation was found for LOL is ictally recoguized by e
the cat. IRS (EIN: 0517536) as a_nonprofi

Lyric learned to read at an early age and almosi always had severalbooks with her. associaion. A locol commifies k%gﬁ puf
It wasn'twithin her norm io whine or complain about being hored or having nothing to ogefeer fhe firsi LOL E‘E“Eg ion
do. Her interim endeavor was reading. %’hat led to many of her talenis and qechl@rﬁﬁ?f ‘IE{“‘:E‘;IH Fm'j,mlhﬂ. m%’?h”
traits, which included an increased vocab ulary, memorizatwon skills, creativity through iy e o thy Perisietn, Wendy

book characters, cleverness, wittiness, acting out faniasy roles, and an alluring charm ﬁﬂ ﬂs&i H:::d Lﬁi‘“’? Tr:ﬂ &Egﬁiﬂiﬁ:

thatwas simply endearing. Yes, theater wasa part of her. nrimiber: Rl Hageard worked v commiss

Through the normal process of grow i » Liyric iried some typical activities, There Lxingion gl ppitigl ot am s Ve i
mﬂﬁe‘ﬁ”’]fﬂmmssa dance. Itwassuch aqp graphic collafions for inviiations, T-shirs

recognizable acrouym online cha roow
users (meaning laughing ouf bud') The
new ad more nporiani LOL &5 Lyric tg
Life'. Ny OK i both exisi af Ste polent
for ihe bonsfer of meaning online is
possible, The miernciis o %H‘Er‘ﬁﬂ medinn
and Fre ddea kol one day LOL espouses o
Eﬂﬂ! X werfil mossage Is an encouraging
o :

oor affer Gwe fragic eveni a d was
sef up in Lyric's nmne (Lyrick Gifi) ik it
e %w_ ork Organ or Newor,

i
wring of financiol lil_fﬁ' was mazmg
mkwad the love for o from
all over e world, Ii{niy r'::;de .S‘EH.S‘EEEEE
sarilor offori be made for her where she
,?ew ugﬂ Born in (hverleed Park, KES on
Ember 26, 1988 Lyric lived on both sides
fﬂm stade ¥ne (KN 7 MO) in the Emsas
mefro area undil she wos almost
Hiirfeen.

Suetil 1o see Her'h alancing hee Kie with othes such Siforss, She learned wel f
ill io see her mg ife with other suc orits. She learmed well in terms o ;
technig ues and was a joy to waich. Bui everyone, ]]ll:llllll]lgd Lyric, knew that these &i‘ﬁg’ this 'ff“ﬁ'cﬂk#ﬂ& :i:'!t-wiug 5
participations were simply a part of evolving through childhood. Jon cron s and hor Thoalor df%rmfrmﬂ oo,
At age six, hefore ever embarking upon these, was at the first of many lip sync g funds LOL go foward ihe
deck parties thai I had for friends and neighhors. Up to that time, she was relaiwely following: I} orgon donafion educafion, 2)
shy in front of groups of people. Thai night she performed three lip sync songs that she financiel assiiance fo donor and recipioni
had heen practicing. She wowed the crowd . quite frankly, swrprised me. There fmnikies, and ?) ieder scholarships for kigh
were many more deck parties to come and each year she was a star. I akbvays thought school seniors. I"ﬁn‘ﬁgﬁ LOL is a few
of those p arties as soxt of a preview of things to come. nonths old, i kas already helped a senior
Though it was difficult %nr me, Lyric and her mother moved far from the Kansas wift her first yoar of college and an organ

City area when Lyric was tweke. She was aboui io embark on an amazing dovtor mom be a e fo effmd fhe
cugu?nlit:an inme};lﬁiat led to wonderful successes and an unimaginable end. ]"-}'IE Tm:gplmi Games it Minnesola.  More

te heﬁnume}r, kase check the folbwing webhsites: wwwl flifeorz and @boud Hrose mﬂfmi‘iﬂd siories are found
Yy .Org 3 ; )

CONLp

www donateli i e remaEning ariic

A trihute to Lyric is includ ed on this wehsite.

LOL 2004 ~ A Benefit for All

April 24, 2004 was one year to the day since the night mare of
my life, vet, it turned out to bethe most trancuil Thad felt since
that initial phone call. The word 'henefit' seemed to extend far
beyond raising money. The Walentine Room in the Uptown
Theater in Kansas City, MO, was filled with pramise,

It was empowering to hawve so many wonderfu | people---family,
friends, acquaintances, and new 2uests---all coming together to
remember Lyric, Some were 'meeting' her for the first time
through pictures, wideos, an audio, articles, her creations, and
the stories and recollections of those who did know her. The
approximately 200 attendees were festive with hope for the
future of LOL,

Several made trips from the east coast. Lyric's best friend,
Chelses Lagos, traveled from MNew York City. [ continuedon back paze |




LOL Assists Attendees to 2004 U.S. Transplant Games
What could he mare wondrous than getting ﬂlegll:llva‘hial new lease on life?

the many who have recaved life sistainmn splants. Many
thanldulness through emberant competition in the Transplant C-ames. All athlet
e transplant recipients participa in events smilar to the Olympics. Geliing
aiencethe Was wondefuland emotional.

I left for Minneapolis on Julﬁlst knowing ;
yric's tragic death. The atmosphere here was a blend ¥
uvenation. Combined were es who ven and those who had received f %

way, mixed fedings were the mood of the ig ﬂu‘nu%mut the events, What
s most excited about was the opportunity to meet Tammy Pelzl and Hillin

Tammy accept the worst possible news. She lost h
laughter, Tya:maa and her mother, Carolyn, in a house fire, T
onor

hecalnean or . Tammy's sster 1di, provided maj or support as she tos
['ammy into her home to I‘Jj%}na ifficult hea]megdprucﬁs. Thirough connections wi
the Na Ei Fmmn . LOL discovered that Tammy had wanted to att

the A4 Tran zames, but at the time could not due to expenses. :
L.OL was able to fund the trip for both T and hdi and bring a
amount of rdief in tems of facing the day to day grief. Both sisters ware d
o1 07 O gas]:lm_,*_hel&aedrq'uicenm life for others at the games. At the same tim
dhared in ssestuhdg_mpemﬂl the sad memnories and recall good one
s Uity area and it is hoped they will be able to att

s areirmn the Kansa

T heoofit For Luric. Tammy and Brandi

LOL 2004 ~ A Benefit for All icontinued from front page)

Chelsea took part there in a Public Service Announcement about organ donation that
contalned wideo of Lyric and included appearance fnarrat ion from Chelsea, herself, | owas
shown curing the evening, Lwic's grandmother, lean Dawis, and her aunt, Amanda Dawis,
came In from Beautort, NC, and Washington, D.C. respectwelg{. Amanda was mstrumental
In 2etting the PSA produced, K has been showing onthe east coast and hopefully will be
doingthe same ihthe Kansas Cityarea soon, . .

Three heart-tugging video tributes held the audience captivated. One was put together
t:?: associates of Chelsea in MYC and another was dane in Kansas City t:E?J Matthew Stewens,
The third showed Lyric from ages s through seventeen during lip sync deck parties, It was
edited by Gordon Brown of Avalon Studios in Lawrence, KS.

One of the ewening's highlights was the apﬁearanne of kKatie Berry and her mother,
dandra. Katie wasthe first reciplent of an LOLt heater schaolarship far high school seniors.,
She earped the 500 grant at
Turner High School in Kansas Ciy,
K5, based on her high standards In
academic achievement , community

service, and commitment to
theater, She 15 now attending
atephens College i Columbia,
MO,

Susan and Ray

The essence of what the benefit

represented could be feft when Ray
Gabel took a few minutes to

address the audience. While Lyric
provided  five miracles with her

REMINDER!

W calendar well h
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Don't forget to mark

ﬂ”afgf HII t';ﬁe':'f ITE& = EDE'HE E%?deﬁ?n”' organ donation, Ray explained how
erfire Room 3t e Uptown Theater in Kareas| those  types  of - miracles  are

experienced from a recipient's

iy M0, A %30 donation is requested i advance| B | : .
or. wiewpomnt, Ray 1s the Community

at the do

The morey that & generated B mportant and
etz organ donation and theater zcholarzhips,
the peopke who zhow up make te ewent
oz who vl be planihg toattend the LOLevert

Education  Coordinator  at  the
Michwest Transplant  Metwork in
Westwood, K5, He 15 also a hear
reciplient from 2 transplant which

Sandra (mom)and Katie

the firzt time should expect o be among
rderful peoplke, meet Lyric throwgh touching
emokabiliz ahd media, leam more 2ot organ
nation, enjoy a beversZe and snacks, and dance
live Iy rock music.

S0, mark itrow! See wouthen.

actually took place on Yalentine's
Day, 1991, Hiz wife, Susan, was
alzo in attendance. She became a liver recipient in 1995,  Their lives are now shared one
dayat atime in appreciation for what organ donation is allabout, Theyare adwcates and
supporters of LOL. Because they are supporters of Lyic's causes, Ray and 3Susan's
firsthand knowlecge of organ conation will create an invaluable link for the future of LOL,
Although LOL 1= working In small ways compared to other established fundraising
groups, the consensus of those nwolyed was that the first try was a success, People who
shared that special evening last April were as important as the money they provided to
help LOLhelp others, While every contribution is wery much appreciated, there were some
who opened their hearts in financial ways that exceeded the norm. Steve and Debhie
Leciman's $500 contribution stood atop many generous supporters, One business
contribut ion benefited LOL ina wonderful waie. a $1000 donation from Compass Financial
Resources, a group managed by Russ Lane, In all, just over $16, 000 in clonations came
to LOL, an optimistic start to a fund n hohor of 3 beaatiful angel, Lyric Marie Betisan,
Lyric's spirit of fun and laughter translated into a light atmosphere for much of the
benefit. Donated tems were raffled to the party goers, mostly show tickets granted fram
lozal theaters throughout the metro area. A fabudlous house band donated s wvaluable
time to keep enthusiasm at a high. Tony Rustici's band, Motjon, played popular tunes and
dance music throughout the night, Bythe endofthe festivities, many were still calling for
?EIDEIEE musr:tc: from the talented foursome. Motion will again be on hand for the doril 23,
event.

Lyric at 13




